AMELIA.                                   69

lady remain long together, but "were soon divided from
each other by different masques.

. A domino soon accosted the lady, and had her away
to the upper*end of the farthest room on the right hand,
where both the masques sat down ; nor was it long before
the he domino began to make very fervent love to the
she. It would, perhaps, be tedious to the reader to run
through the whole process, which was not indeed in the
most romantic style. The lover seemed to consider his
mistress as a mere woman of this world, and seemed
rather to apply to her avarice and ambition, than to her
softer passions.

As he was not so careful to conceal his true voice as
the lady was, she soon discovered that this lover of her's
was no other than her old friend the peer, and presently
a thought suggested itself to her, of making an advantage
of this accident. She gave him therefore an intimation
that she knew him, and expressed some astonishment at
his having found her out. ' I suspect/ says she, ' my
* lord, that you have a friend in the woman, where I now
4 lodge, as well as you had in Mrs. Ellison/ My lord

protested the contrary------To which she answered, ' Nay,

1 my lord, do not defend her so earnestly, till you are
4 sure I should have been angry with her/

At these words, which were accompanied with a very
bewitching softness, my lord flew into raptures rather too
strong for the place he was in. These the lady gently
checked, and begged him to take care they were not
observed; for that her husband, for aught she knew, was
then in the room.

Colonel James came now up, and said, * So, Madam, I
4 have the good fortune to find you again-; I have been
' extremely miserable since I lost you/ The lady an-
swered in her masquerade voice, that she did not know
him. *I am colonel James,' said he, in a whisper.